Papillary tumor of the pineal region.
A 48-year-old female presented with an extremely rare primary tumor of the pineal region with papillary features manifesting as morning headaches persisting for 1 month. Magnetic resonance imaging showed a well-defined mass, with some cystic components, in the region of the pineal gland. The tumor was completely removed through an occipital transtentorial approach in the prone position. Histological examination found a distinctive papillary growth pattern in which the vessels were covered by multiple layers of tumor cells. The histological diagnosis was papillary tumor of the pineal region (PTPR), which has recently been described as a distinct clinicopathological entity requiring careful follow up because the prognosis is not well understood. Postoperatively, the patient has continued to do well, with no recurrence at the 8-month follow-up examination. PTPR should be considered in the differential diagnosis of pineal tumors. PTPR may have been frequently misinterpreted in the past as either ependymoma or choroid plexus papilloma due to the similar morphology.